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Written by two Ivy League graduates who struggled with learning disabilities and ADHD, Learning

Outside the Lines teaches students how to take control of their education and find true success with

brilliant and easy study suggestions and tips.Every day, your school, your teachers, and even your

peers draw lines to measure and standardize intelligence. They decide what criteria make one

person smart and another person stupid. They decide who will succeed and who will just get by.

Perhaps you find yourself outside the norm, because you learn differentlyâ€”but, unlike your

classmates, you have no system in place that consistently supports your ability and desire to learn.

Simply put, you are considered lazy and stupid. You are expected to fail. Learning Outside the Lines

is written by two such â€œacademic failuresâ€•â€”that is, two academic failures who graduated from

Brown University at the top of their class. Jonathan Mooney and David Cole teach you how to take

control of your education and find true successâ€”and they offer all the reasons why you should

persevere. Witty, bold, and disarmingly honest, Learning Outside the Lines takes you on a journey

toward personal empowerment and profound educational change, proving once again that rules

sometimes need to be broken.
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Jon and David's book is targeted for college students with learning disabilities and/or ADHD.

However, the study tips and pointers would be useful for ANY high school student, college student

and for most graduate students.The book begins with the personal stories of the two authors - both



kids with a lot of problems who went on to transfer to Brown University and succeed despite all

odds. Jon had severe dyslexia and didn't even learn to read until he was 12 years old. He tells the

story of poignant struggles in grade school and high school that left his self-confidence in shambles.

David tells a harrowing story of school and self-control difficulties that led to heavy drug use and

dropping out of high school when he was 15. The story of their frustrations, fears and struggles will

resonate with any kid whose learning style has made it difficult to succeed in our school system, and

with any parent who has tried to help a child with ADHD or LD problems.After reading the personal

stories of the two authors, anyone reading the book will think: "If these two guys can graduate from

high school, and then get into and graduate from an Ivy league school, anyone can. How did they

do it?" The next several chapters describe specific, useful study skills and savvy tips for succeeding

in the classroom and doing well on tests and papers. Their suggestions are brilliant.They begin by

describing useful techniques and tips for taking class notes -- especially geared for students who

have failed at traditional note taking systems and who regularly lose any notes they do take. Jon

and David suggest many useful strategies to provide the structure and organization that those of us

with LD and/or ADHD typically lack.After helping students set up excellent note-taking systems, Jon

and David move on to classroom participation. Their ideas and suggestions are perfect for any

student who is typically shy or intimidated about speaking up in class. This is one of the chapters I

wish that every one of my graduate students would read. Again, Jon and David break down a

process that may be intuitive to a few students but which baffle many. By taking their suggestions,

students can confidently raise their hands, speak wisely, develop better relationships with their

professors and improve their grades.Another chapter that I will assign to the grad students I teach

and coach, is a section about reading course material. The tips are geared for students who had

difficulties reading and need to learn how to skim material, look for the important sections and retain

the material they do read. Wisely, Jon and David point out that most professors assign more than it

is possible for students to read. Therefore, they give techniques and tips for making the best use for

covering overwhelming amounts of material.Then writing - the most difficult task for most students -

and again, the specific suggestions are so good that they will help all students - not just those with

disabilities. Test-taking skills are handled in the final academic chapter. I felt that I learned good

tips.I am a clinical psychologist and professional coach to graduate students and university faculty.

I'm going to recommend this book to many of the graduate students I work with. Plus, when my

children are in high school, I'm going to suggest that they read and apply these tips - even though

they don't show any signs of the kind of academic struggles that Jon and David so compellingly

describe.Bravo to these courageous young men who have done a great service to any struggling



students by writing this book. I'm sure that we're going to hear more from them over time.

Even if you are not one of us different thinkers, you need this book. This book is so much more than

a study skills book. It is a guide to taking control of your life as well as YOUR education. The key

word here is YOU! We all know the education system sucks for those of us that happen to think out

side the box. "One size fits all" education has beaten us down long enough. Cole and Mooney have

once again proven that just because some kids have trouble in school doesn't mean they are not

smart! They didn't set around and think up ways to improve grades they lived these methods and

wrote this book while in school. Let the education Phd.'s think about that for a minute while you get

this book and get on with your life! This book is also about helping kids. The proceeds go to Project

Eye to Eye A non-profit organization started by the authors to pair LD kids to LD college students as

mentors. So do yourself and some at risk kids a favor and BUY this BOOK.

"Learning Outside the Lines" is a must read for any college student, but especially students with

learning or attentional differences. As a special educator I was impressed with the quality of advice

and learning strategies Mr. Mooney and Mr. Cole set forth in their handbook. Many of the study

strategies outlined are the same strategies taught in quality classrooms for the learning different.

The upbeat philosophy of "Learning Outside the Lines" gives hope to anyone who doesn't seem to

"fit" into the traditional educational system. I have brought this book into my elementary resource

classroom to show my students with learning differences that they too can succeed despite their

own struggles with learning outside the lines of the typical classroom. I also think it is time for our

students to find their own voice and become a part of their own educational revolution. The personal

stories of Mr. Mooney and Mr. Cole gave me great insight into the struggles of students with

learning differences and how the educational system can crush their natural talents with "a one

method fits all" philosophy. "Learning Outside the Lines" is a very readable book for students,

parents, teachers or anyone who lives, thinks or learns differently.
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